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The Foundation Board as of December 31, 20201 
 

 Residence Start date End of term 
 

Chairman * 
 
Richard de Tscharner 

   

Photographer Dubai (UAE) 
 
 

2008 2022 
 

Vice-Chairman 
 
Guy Vermeil 

   

Attorney-at-law Vandœuvres (Switzerland) 
 

2008 
 
 

2023 

Grants Committee 
 
Igor Ustinov 

   

Sculptor Lausanne (Switzerland) 
 

2008 2023 

Laetitia de Tscharner    
Interior designer 
 

Dubai (UAE) 2013 2023 

Alexandre Robert-Tissot    
Entrepreneur Feusisberg (Switzerland) 

 
 

2013 
 

2023 

Photography Committee 
 
William A. Ewing 

   

Professor and historian Chardonne (Switzerland) 
 

2009 2023 

Caroline C. Lang    
Auctioneer Geneva (Switzerland) 2016 2022 

 
Todd Brandow    
Art consultant 
 

Ibiza (Spain) 2016 
 

2022 
 

Roger Oltramare    
Banker   Begnins (Switzerland) 2019 2023 

 
 
* The Chairman is an ex-officio member of both committees. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE FOUNDATION IN 2021 
 
The year under review was once again marked by the health crisis, with diverse and varied 
repercussions, depending on the period and the regions that it swept through in successive waves. 
Thus, for the second year in a row, our world was turning at a slower pace, at least as far as the 
cultural and hospitality sectors were concerned, while business activities were recovering, often with 
the help of significant governmental support. In most industrialised countries, vaccination campaigns 
were helping to mitigate the effects of the pandemic so that, towards the end of the year, a 
semblance of hope could be seen.  
 
Because of the pandemic and the repercussions on the arts (many troupes had to put their activities 
on hold for months on end), on the recommendation of the Chairman, the Foundation Board decided 
to support culture, in particular the charismatic Greek-Russian conductor Teodor Currentzis and his 
musicÆterna group. We will provide more details below. 
 
THE EXHIBITION IL CANTO DELLA TERRA 
 
Curated by William Ewing, the exhibition Il Canto della Terra opened on June 11 in Todi, Umbria, in 
the Sala delle Pietre located on the first floor of the Palazzo del Popolo, one of the oldest buildings in 
this beautiful medieval city.  
 
Due to the health crisis, we were unable to hold a vernissage. Instead, it was in the presence of the 
local authorities, the mayor and his deputy in charge of culture, as well as many local acquaintances 
of William Ewing that the exhibition was inaugurated, with a total of 59 prints, hung in three different 
locations.  
 
Fortunately, it was possible to organise a convivial gathering at the end of August to offer our circle of 
acquaintances and friends a last look at the exhibition.  
 
FOUNDATION GRANTS 

HIM SHIKAR CARÈNE-USTINOV SCHOOL, NELE 
 
Nepal is experiencing a severe economic crisis due to the global pandemic, which brought all tourist 
activity to a halt. The private school Him Shikar Carène-Ustinov, which was closed for eight months, 
faced financial difficulties when it reopened. In public schools, the teachers continued to be paid 
during school closures, but the same was not true in private schools. Some form of back-pay was 
therefore needed to mobilise the teachers. The Boards of the Ustinov and Carène Foundations had 
jointly agreed to an annual grant of CHF 6,000 each for the years 2020-2022, in order to provide 
support for operating expenses. Considering the efforts required to reopen the school, this support 
was particularly appreciated.  
 
MUSICÆTERNA 
 
We had agreed to focus on culture, and classical music in particular, as a sign of solidarity with the 
arts community, which has been severely impacted by the pandemic.  
 
In 2019, Teodor Currentzis, the conductor of musicÆterna, chose St. Petersburg as his base, and 
independence as his new resolution. A Swiss foundation will serve as a platform for the logistics of 
their performances in art and culture centres in Moscow, Vienna, Paris, Berlin, Lucerne, New York, 
Tokyo and London. Given the high standards of the conductor and the numerous awards received in 
























